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A father is talking with his 15 year old son right before his 16th birthday… 
   The son says to his dad, “Dad, I know what I want for my birthday. 
      I’d like a new car.” 
The father replied, “I tell ya’ what. If you do these three things,  
   I’ll consider getting you a car for your birthday: 

1) improve your grades, 2) read from the Bible 10 minutes every day,  
and 3) cut your hair. 

A few weeks later the boy comes in with his report card.  
  His normal C’s and D’s were now all A’s and B’s.  
     He showed this to his dad who said “Son, this is great.  
        Have you been reading from the Bible 10 minutes everyday?” 
          “Everyday dad, fifteen minutes.”  
“That’s 5 more than I asked for,” thought the dad,  
     Who then said, “That’s great son, but what about your hair?”  
“Well, dad, that’s the funny thing. 
    As I read through the Bible I found out that Jesus had long hair.”   
To which dad thoughtfully replied, “And if you keep reading, 
    you’ll also  find that Jesus walked everywhere he went.” 
 

And with that I would like to wish all you father’s out there a happy father’s day. 
 

I like that joke. I think it’s funny. But I also think it points out an issue 
   that all of us encounter to one degree or another; 
And that issue is this: How do we really get to know Jesus? 
   I mean, knowing Jesus is about more than knowing what kind of hair he had 
      and what kind of clothes he wore.  
I talk often about having a personal relationship with Jesus… 
    It’s the very first vision we have on our parish vision statement: 
      At St. John Paul II Parish we form people who have a personal relationship  
        with Jesus and can share their faith with others. 
 

So what does it look like or feel like to have a personal relationship with Jesus 
   and how do we develop that? 
 
In our Gospel reading today, Jesus tells a parable. 
   A parable is a story that is meant to have a little punch…a little kick… 
      something out of the ordinary  
        to make the listener see something a little differently. 



 
Now for those of us who have spent a lot of time in Church… 
   and have heard this parable many times,  
     there does not seem to be much in it that makes us see things differently.  
We’ve heard about the mustard seed so many times 
   that it is easy to overlook it as something not really relevant for us today. 
 
But what we probably don’t know… 
    at least I didn’t until I was doing my homily prep for this week… 
      and what would have quickly caught the attention  
   of Jesus’ 1st century audience is that the mustard tree isn’t really a tree at all.  
       It’s really a weed. 
It was quick-growing; it spread easily, and as Jesus alludes to… 
   It can grow to the size of a real tree fairly in short order. 
 
And so when he says this is what the kingdom of God is like… 
    People would have thought…isn’t that interesting… 
       The kingdom of God is like a fast growing weed. 
 
While preparing my homily this week I came across an illustration  
   that might make more sense to us today. 
 
I don’t know how many of you have heard of the Kudzu plant. 
   It is a vine that originates in Southeast Asia and  
     was introduced into the US in the early part of the 20th century. 
It has grown quickly and in parts of Tennessee and Georgia  
   is now growing at such an alarming rate  
     that it is sometimes called the “vine that ate the south.” 
The problem is that when this vine grows,  
   it does so by killing off other plants that compete for nutrients both from 
      the soil and from the sun.  
It grows so quickly that we haven’t found a way yet to contain it. 
   We can’t cut it quick enough, and when they try the shoots that get cut off 
      Get planted somewhere else and the process starts over. 
 
And so this plant…this vine…this weed… 
  is unpredictable,  
    seemingly impossible to control,  
      and trying to stop it is now considered by experts to be risky. 
 



If Jesus were here today… 
   He might say the kingdom of God is like the Kudzu plant. 
And not only is the kingdom of God like that… 
   but so is a personal relationship with Jesus. 
 
Developing a personal relationship with Jesus is unpredictable… 
    It is impossible to control… 
      And having it is somewhat risky. 
 
What do I mean by that? 
  What I mean by that is this: 
     Developing a personal relationship with Jesus takes over your life. 
When you begin to know Jesus a little better… 
   Then you oftentimes want to know Jesus even more… 
Maybe it starts with taking some time for adoration or even prayer at home… 
   And then suddenly you want to do more… 
      maybe a Bible Study or a Small Group… 
And then you might decide that one hour at adoration a week isn’t enough 
    so you go for two hours… 
And then you begin to have a certain sense of peace… 
   a confidence that God is with you always. 
 
I think that is what Ezekiel was talking about in our first reading today… 
  The small chute becomes a giant cedar. 
 
And then this relationship with Jesus begins to encompass all aspects 
    of your life…and you begin to ask “life questions”  
       within the context of your relationship with him. 
 
Can I be a Christ follower and still do this? 
    Can I call myself a friend of Jesus if I don’t do that? 
       What does my personal relationship with Jesus  
          have to do with how I go to work on Monday? 
 
My friends, that relationship with Jesus is available to all of us. 
   Not only is it available but Jesus wants it for us. 
Think back to the first time you fell in love… 
   That person was all you could think about… 
     They were on your mind constantly. 
That’s how Jesus is with us. He wants that relationship with us. 



 
And once we have it…it begins to grow in us…like the Kudzu plant… 
   Like the mustard seed…like a patch of dandelions. 
I see that happening here in our parish… 
   Over 300 people at our recent mission. 
I noticed in the bulletin this weekend an advertisement  
   for another small group—this one for moms of teenagers. 
We have great numbers signed up for our Vacation Bible School once again. 
 
It’s the kingdom of God taking root… 
   It’s more and more of us developing that personal relationship with Jesus. 
 
It begins small…picking up a living faith book as you walk out of Church today,  
   reading from the Bible 10 minutes a day, spending a half hour at adoration, 
talking with some friends about getting your own small faith sharing group going. 
 
  The Kingdom of God right here and right now in Sellersburg, Indiana 
 
It began small but it’s growing…and there’s a place for you 
   And that place for you begins 
      by you cultivating your own personal relationship with Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 


